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The meeting began by invoking God’s blessings. Dr. Sophia Fernandes,
Chairperson, welcomed the Hon’ble Members, and in particular, the University
Nominees and the other experts from various fields. Leave of absence was placed
on record for three members – Mr. P.P. Hegde and Mr. H.S. Kedlaya. Mr. Deeraj
Shetty
The Chairperson placed the following Agenda before the Council Members for
their consideration and approval.
AGENDA - I: Approval of the proceedings of the various Boards of Studies–
UG / PG
a) English: Ms. Shobhana, Head, Department of English was asked to brief
about the English syllabus that was revised. She said that the syllabus at the
undergraduate level was revised in such a way that it provides a strong

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

foundation and prepares the students to pursue a P.G. course in English
Literature. Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
Hindi: Dr. Keshav Gowda, Head, Department of Hindi spoke about the
revised Hindi syllabus. One important component introduced in this syllabus
is to train students in research and encourage them to opt for research. Dr.
Philomena D’Souza sought clarification whether it is possible to train the
students to take up research. Dr. Dharma sought a few more clarifications
with regard to the syllabus. Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
Kannada: Ms. Poornima Lokesh, Head, Department of Kannada briefly
summarized the revised Kannada syllabus. Proceedings of the BOS were
approved.
French:
Ms. Sunita Menezes, Head, Department of French impressed
upon the House the need to change the text book in French. She further
added that the present grammar book was excellent and students will
continue to refer it. Dr. Rajath enquired about the students who generally
opt for French. Ms. Menezes mentioned that those from outside the State
and from the Gulf countries settled in Mangalore opt for this subject as they
find it difficult to understand Kannada or Hindi. Dr. Manjula suggested that
a certificate course in French could be introduced.
Dr. Laxminarayana
Bhat explained about Alliance Franchise that was very active and
functioning in the campus but, later on they found it difficult to get the
required number of students. Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
Computer Applications: Ms. Annie Monica, Head, Department of
Computer Applications said that not many changes had been introduced in
the syllabus. The focus was more on programming and web-designing along
with networking so that the students can pursue their career in these areas.
Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
Criminology: Dr. Philomena D’Souza complimented the Criminology
Department for including various career options in the syllabus.
Dr.
D’Souza enquired as to whether there are job openings for Criminology
students especially in the government departments.
Dr. Ashoka,
Head, Department of Criminology explained that generally students opt for
Post-Graduate studies in Social Work, Counselling, or Criminology and
Forensic Science immediately after their graduation. The Criminology
students are being trained by the regional Forensic Science Laboratory on
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h)
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various procedures of Criminal Investigation. This enables the students to
work in private research laboratories across the country as there is a great
demand for trained personnel. Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
Economics:
Ms. Cecelia Goveas, Head, Department of Economics
mentioned about the number of units and the sub-units in each section. She
spoke about the uniformity of units and the marks that are assigned to each
of the Units. She briefly summarized the modified version of the syllabus.
Dr. Dharma appreciated the changes that have been incorporated in the
syllabus. Ms. Goveas explained to the House about the students gaining
hands-on experience in the banking sector.
Ms. Goveas expressed her
gratefulness to Mr. Kedlaya, Chief Manager, Canara Bank, Valencia for
being so supportive. Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
Psychology: Ms. Sandra Lobo, Head, Department of Psychology,
mentioned the changes done in the syllabus as well as clubbing of
Part
‘A’ and Part ‘B’ under ‘Practical’ for the V & VI semesters.
Dr.
Dharma expressed his opinion that internal assessment should be based on
various creative activities and suggested to do away with the written tests.
Dr. Bhat clarified that only 50% weightage is given to written test and the
concerned subject teacher is given the freedom to assess the students on
activities like quiz/seminars/class presentations and project work. As per the
University norms, written test is an integral part of internal assessment. The
House also opined that written tests help students to improve their writing
skills and prepare them for the end-semester examinations. Proceedings of
the BOS were approved.
Rural Development: Dr. Dharma appreciated that the syllabus has been
well formulated. Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
Secretarial Practice: Dr. Bhat briefed the House about the changes made in
the syllabus of Secretarial Practice. For example – more focus is given to
‘Company Secretary’ and a new Unit on ‘Auditing’ is introduced.
Dr.
Dharma complemented the Board for revising the syllabus in tune with the
changing job scenario. Dr. Dharma observed that generally the students of
Roshni Nilaya do well in the job market and in all walks of life as well. Prof.
Dharma attributed this to the values imparted to the students. The House
appreciated the observation made by
Dr. Dharma. Proceedings
of the BOS were approved.

k) Sociology: Dr. Rajath wanted to know the specific topics to be taught under
‘Social Welfare Programmes’. In response to this, Ms. Shirleyrani, Head,
Department of Sociology mentioned that the students will be taught the
concepts as well as the various Welfare Schemes introduced by the
government and the role of NGOs in implementing them. Dr. Rajath sought
clarification as to why there are only four units in the syllabi of all subjects
and expressed his concern whether it would not be a limitation for the BOS
in covering all the relevant areas of study with such restrictions. Dr. Bhat
clarified that for the purpose of maintaining uniformity in the syllabi and
also in the Scheme of Examination, subjects with practical have three units
and subjects without practical have four units in the syllabi across which the
academic contents are spread. Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
l) Foundation Course: Dr. Bhat explained to the House that it is a
compulsory course recommended by the University. Papers that are taught in
this course were mentioned. Dr. Dharma suggested that specific reference to
the 73rd & 74th Constitutional amendments and the provisions of Karnataka
Panchayat Raj Act 1993, would bring in more clarity in the syllabus. Ms.
Anuradha Shetty, Head, Department of Rural Development, thanked Dr.
Dharma for this suggestion. Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
m) B.S.W.: Mr. Joselyn Lobo explained to the House the components of the
revised syllabus. Mr. Lobo said that the Sub-Unit ‘Basic Communication
Skills for Social Workers’ was shifted to the First Year which was earlier a
part of the Final Year syllabus. The purpose of this was to help students
enhance their communication skills early in the beginning itself.
Dr.
Dharma expressed reservation about a specific reference book by
Yendamoori Veerendranath in Kannada. Proceedings of the BOS were
approved.
n) M.S.W.: Dr. Rameela Shekhar, Dean, P.G. Department of Social Work,
thanked the alumni for their feedback and for helping in revising the
syllabus. The syllabus was revised keeping in mind the societal needs and
employability. She spoke about the Choice-based Paper – ‘Resource
Management in Human Service Organisations’ to be offered for
M.Sc
Criminology / Counselling students. Also new papers like
‘Social Action
& Human Rights,’ ‘Positive Psychology,’ ‘Livelihood’ and ‘Legal Literacy’
are incorporated to give more professional touch to the syllabus. Dr. Paul

Acquinas, being our alumnus, expressed his gratitude to the Institution for
enabling him to face the challenges in his professional life. He also
mentioned that the Field Practicum guidelines have been well formulated
and the other Schools of Social Work look up to our Institute as a role
model.
Dr. Vinay Rajath enquired about the objectives of Field Work
Practicum and the various components for evaluation. He also sought
clarification on the terminology ‘Behavioural Disorders’ and ‘Psychological
Disorders’.
Dr. Pinto clarified that behavioural disorder is seen when a
person doesn’t function in a coping way and this is identified in the changes
in behaviour. Dr. Dharma appreciated the Board for the wonderful
references/ Journals being mentioned in the syllabus. Proceedings of the
BOS were approved.
o) M.Sc. (Counselling): Dr. Rajath enquired about the scope of M.Sc.
Counselling. In response to this, Dr. Audrey Pinto explained to the House
that the students completing M.Sc. Counselling are placed in NGOs and in
schools as School Counsellors. She further mentioned that there is a great
demand for the students as far as employability is concerned. Furthermore,
she said that ‘Psycho-therapeutic Techniques’ would be the Choice-based
Paper for the M.S.W / M.Sc. Criminology students.
Dr. Manjula
enquired about the references given, especially the websites, for which Dr.
Pinto replied that the sub-menus in the websites cited have pointed
references to the topics under study. Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
p) M.Sc. Criminology: Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
q) M.Phil in Social Work: At the outset, Dr. Dharma requested the House to
re-look into the proposed M.Phil course as the UGC is trying to withdraw all
M.Phil degree courses giving emphasis only to Ph.D.
In response to
that, Dr. Rameela Shekhar informed the House the need to start an M.Phil
degree course especially in Medical & Psychiatric Social Work
specialisation. This is in response to the demand expressed by the Healthcare
Professionals working in hospital setting as Counsellors. It is felt that having
an M.Phil degree would definitely elevate their status and help them secure a
better position in the workplace. Proceedings of the BOS were approved.
Any other matter with the permission of Chair

